

OUR COUNTRY'S CRISIS. 



A Discourse delivered in Dubuque, Iowa, on Sabbath evening, 
July 6, 1856, by Rev. John C. IIolbrook, Pastor of the Con- 



Thcae were tho dying words of David to no more appropriate wordi ©f exhortation t» 
Solomon his sod and gucco^uor on the throne each one of ui than tboae of David to Solo- 
of Israel. The good old king had long and mon, " Be thou, therefore, strong and ah^iw 
honorably reigned over that favored nation thyself a man." If ever there wai a time itt 
whose sovereign God had appointed him to owr national history not excepting that of Ih* 
be, and under his administration the country Bevolution, when every good citiaett aeedn 
had attained a high degree of prosperity, lie to be strons in his determination to stand for 
naturally felt desirous that his son, on whom the right aiid to show himself a man, it is opw. 
the crown had now devolved, should act well My friends, we have arrived at a erittcal 
hio part on the stage of life, in the exalted period in our career as a nation, and bow 
station which he was to occupy, and that he the tide will turn, an4 what will ba M» r«- 
should carry out the great fundamental prin- suit of the present state of things is ^nowa 
ciples on whieh the government was based, only to God. 1 tremble when I think of our 
He tl.erefoie called him before him and gave national degeneracy, and our national aiot, 
him the solemn charge coBtained in the text which cail loudly tor the jodgnenta of 

I am,** said he, ** about to go the way of all Heaven, and I shudder when* I reflect oa 
the earth," and on you will devolve the du- what may possibly be the record of history 
ties and responsibifities of royalty, the care in respect to this era in asir career. X 
of this great nation and the maintenance of fratricidal struggle is already began in oim 
its valued institutions. ** Be thou strong, locality within our borders, which may Hpen 
thcrelbre, and show thyself a man." Exhibit into a general civil w&r, the bloodiest and 
instead of the ignofance, timidity and irresoa most aggravated of all wars, while our for. 
lulion of childhood, the courage and decision eign relations are such as to inspire us witk 
of manhood. Act as one endowed with alarm at the prospect of our being engaged 
reason to understand the right, and conscience in a contest with other powtn. involriDf 
to prompt you to pursue it. How appropri- derangement of trade, the loss of millions of 
ate such an admonition in the circumstances property and thousands of lives, and dothisff 
in whieh it was given, and how well calcula* the country in mourning, and filling the lap/l 
ted to stimulate Solomon to fill worthily his with lamentations and tears. Nor are tkeaa 
exalted and responsible position ! the worst features of the ease. The very 

It seems to me. that if our Fathers who, first principles of liberty are in pre cess of 
yeaie ago pledged their lives and fortunes subversion among us, and the foundatioiu or 
aad saered honor, to the vindication of civil ourpriviliges and republican institutioiulbeing 
and religious liberty, and who laid the foun- removed, and the government, which WM 
dation of the government under which our originally ordained for the protwtion of 
country haa attained so remarkable a de- freedom, and the maintenance or feaman 
gree of prosperity, were now alive and about rights, is being prostituted to the pnf po*ea 
to go the way of all the earth and *o devolve of oppression and the extenaion of slavery, 
on us, their sona and successors, the respon'^ But, it may be said, these are mere pdlti* 
sibiiiiy which was passing away from cal topics, and therefore inappropriate to the 
them, of preserving the National Institutions pulpit. Far from it, I reply. There are 
which they had established, they could use great moral issues involved in the struggle 
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" Be THOU STROXa, THBRKFORB, AHD SHOW TBVait.r A MlM. 



, which is upon U3. The interests < f .religion, tho rights and welfare of his fqllow ^pop, 
;aud the spiritual and eternal welfare of mil* know^ PQtl^jn^ of the true ,£Rii,it ^of .Ohrist- 
jjions is concerned, as I could easily show had ianity. He hfis denied Ihe ffiith and ig 
']! time. Overlhrow oar glqripps republic :v«or?e than an infidel." Secondary only to tha 

and you apparently throw back t|je ii^illen- re^juirement that we love God and seek to 
jnium for centuries. -Let slavery tnuraph promOteI:Jis interests,4s thnt which demands 

over fre.-dom in our land, and religion \v,ill of us to love and proapote the best interests 
.receive a blow from which it will not recover of man. 

ifor many long years : thousands upon thoua- Tell me not, then, that the great .question 
ands will be cut ofF from access to the Bible, now at issue in our country and which is 
denied liberty of consciei'Ce end freedom to shaking it from centre to circumference is 
obey God and the ordinances of religion, bo merely political or has no p;ace in the pulpit 
doomed to spiritual darkness anji a degreda- and no claims upon Ministers and Christians, 
tion but little if any le-rs than tjiat of multi as such, to interest themselves in it. It 
.tjUdes in heathen land?, yvljile the influence, is not merely political. It is not be- 
, resources and energies of tpe ciii\rch fo,r,tlJ8 ypnd t|[ie ;Umits of tpini^iiail and Christian 
world's evangeliz Uipn wi^l be qrippled to an responsibility. That I am not alone in this 
incaculable extent, as is appareiit from com- riew is apparent from the fact that the Gen- 
parlng the efficiency ajid liberality of the eral Congregational Associations of Iowa, 
glaVe states with thps^e ,of .the (rqe in the Illinois, Michigan, Vermont, Connecticut and 
■work of home and foreign missions, aud Massachusetts and every other great body of 
every philanthropic and religious enterpiise * Ministers and representatives of the churches' 
Not alone for ourselves, tiien, and our chih in our denomination that has lately met, has 
,dren, do we desire to see freedom and not taken firm and decided action in reference to 
elavery nationalized he,re and extended over the present posture of our public affairs, and 
,pur hew ter,ritqries, b^t for the sake of hu~ thus declared that the subject does not lie 
jjpanity an^ a world to b,e evangelized and outside the sphere of Christian and minister- 
saved, and for the sake pf r|^il\ioas ,in other ji^l actior, 

flahds who are sighing for ;Vh£;stiy» Prl^d ;t,j:^rns Rev. l)r. Bacon well renfiarked, in speak-iag 
fing their anxious gaze to the far off shores of on this subject in the Qeneral Association of 
j^qiericji tp see the resnlt of our great exper- Connecticut, a fe^v ,4^ys ago, " Wo are in 
,in(ient of self government, and of tho main- perilous times. Our brother who has just 
,f enance of religion on the voluntary system, spoken was not extravagant when he said that 
.and the support of the church divorced from the days of the lievolution were tiot darker 
jthe state. ^ than these. [And no one condemns the 

.^s a Christian then, and especially as a action pf Min'iste who prejiched and prayed 
^leister of Christ who came to "proclaim with ref^ence to the principles an^ duties 
^libertyitptlje, captives and peace on earth then involved, nor of CUrislji^nsVto ?i^^rest- 
.an^ good Wi|I,tp man," and to strike the ed themselves, as such, in tl^e gi^et^t struggle.] 
,the Shackles from t^e rpipd and body of every The crisis enforces heavy responsibilities vp- 
)buman being and make him "the freeman of on us as pastors of churches and teacl^ers of 
;the Lord," I claim the rig^t to speak and act the people. We shall he traitors to Christ- 
jin defence of our country's liberties and in traitors to our country, traitors to our child- 
,conservation of the principles and institutions ren, if we do not publicly proclaim and seek 
jinaugurated here by the Fathers of the Ror- to avert the peril of the present time. As a 
ppblic. But even were there no strictly Minister of the Gospel," continued he, " I 
'mqral and religious issue involved, as a will pursue that course in my public labors 
Christian and a M inister I am bound to speak that commends itself to my conscience as 
and act ' for ' humanity, prompted by that that which will maintain justice, peace and 
philai^thrrpy ;vv^hich is so essential an ele- o.rder." To all virhich jl say, Amen.f 
ment m Christianity. It would be a shame ' Atthis^plemn moment i^i our national 
for a prpfesaor pf that faith to be one whit history I should not feel that I had done ^ly 
behind the very cjiiefest pMhe devotees of Huty or was prepared to go up to God arid 
Liberty and the,riglits of man, in efforts to render an account of my stewardship if I did 
prorispte tnQ upive^rsal freedom of our race not «peak and ?ct, and "show myself man ' 
and the prptectjpn of our national soil from in this struggle, jl enter uppn my labpjs tp-. 
the fp\il »nd blighting influence pf Slavery, day conscientiously and with a deep sense pf 
The first and great command is "Tipu shalt responsibility, jl ,|£npw some will npt ap- 
love the Lerd thy Gpd with all thy heart," pro ve of what I may say and some, too, whom 
and the second, says our Savior, is like unto I have regarded as my friends, but I trust 
it, "Thou sha^t Ipye thy neighber as thyself." they wju net deny tp me freedom pf speech. 
••On these twp," ^^d3 he, "hang all the law If they do I can only say yriih one of old 
and the prpphets." ^ere if the sum and "Amicus Plato, amicus Secrates, sed magis 
substance of all religion, and he who claims aniica Veritas." That tho impprtance oi' the 
to love and serve God and yet c?ircs not for crisis to which we have come has not b,eep 
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exaggerated will be apf arent if we consider 
what has already recently irmispireJ iu eur 
Country and what it is boldly avowed is to 
be attempted. 

ll In the first place then, The freedom, 
jlUrity and £d«furity of the ballot box have beeu 
publicly invaded- 

The cili/ens of one of our Territories have 
been' forcibly, and in open day, prevented 
In m exercising the elective franchise in the 
choice of thovx^ who'Were to make their law3. 
Tills franchise is one of the dearest of our 
cliajtcred rights as Araericaas one for which 
our fathers fought, bled, and died ; one i;v'hich 
lies at the very foundation of republican in- 
EtiluHons. Abolish this and you leave but 
tho name of freedom without its highest 
privilege. Hordes of armed rutBans (as was 
before well known, but has been now dbhi* 
onstrated by the investigations of a commit- 
tee of Congress on the spot,) ha\e entered 
Kansas, taken possession of the polls, driven 
off the legal voters, and by fraud and vio- 
lence and a mock election imposed legislators 
Tj(JOri tllie pedple of that territory in the choice 
61 whom they had no voice, and who were 
ill the highest degree obnoxious to themy and 
Bome of whom were not even residents of 
the territory. 

II. The legislators thus forced upon the 
people of that territory have enacted laws 
tVfaiihio'ai and unconstitutional, at war with 
tHe pKihcfipldjr of liberty,- aiid' abhottent to 
every heart adukted by right moral feelings. 

These laws fotbid' freedom of discussion on 
gl^at questions of civil policy, and the ex- 
^itession of opinions on points intimately cons 
neeted with the welfare and prosperity of 
society. Opinions which were held by Jef- 
ferson, Adams, Franklin, Sherman, Madison, 
and all tho founders of our republic, and 
which are distinctly set forth in the Declare 
alien of Independence, and which are char, 
ished by the great body of mbral and'inteli- 
geut citizens of the United States, are inter- 
dicted by these laws, and those who dare to 
utter them are branded as felons, and those 
who refuse to submit to these laws are de- 
libuncQd as traitors. And to these laws are 
affixed Draconian penalties, barbarous and 
cruel in the extreme. J'or instance, for har- 
boring, assisting or COiibealiog a runaway 
slave in that ieriitoty, once soleriltily conse- 
crated to freedom, and where by solemn com- 
pact it had been agreed that servile bondage 
should never exist, it is deWeed' that the of- 
fender nhall suffer death ! To print or put 
in circulation " any book, paper, pamphlet, 
magazine, handbill, or circular containing 
any statements, arguments, opinion, senti- 
ment, doctrine, advice or inuendo calculated 
to produce a disorderly, dangerous or rebel- 
lious disaffection among the slaves, or to in- 
duce such slaves to escape from the service 
of ihoir mastersjor to resist their authority;-' is 



felony panishttblo with 5 yoam imprisonment;' 
for printing?, publi^V-nii T circ«laiipg tay 
document containing any denial of the right 
to hold slave.", is also a felony puii sbable 
by two >ears imprisonment at hard labor.— 
No person can sit on a jury who is *' consci • 
entiously opposed to slavery,*' and ail o^cera 
of the territory are obliged to swear to saa-" 
tain the fugitive slave law, as well as the or* 
ganic law ol the territory.and no man can vote 
even, who does not do the sanic, and consent 
when called upon, to follow the bloodhounds* 
on the track ot the slave fleeing from bond* 
age. 

By these laws it will be seen that freedom 
of speech, of the press and even of thought 
are suppressed and every man is disfrar.ohi- 
sed who conscientiously holds that Slavery 
is wrong, and who will not actively aid iu up- 
holding it, however obnoxious such a coarse 
maybe to his cherished views of human ' 
rigiits or of political economy. 

III. These laws, exacted by legislators 
foisted into office by foreign votes and power, 
agfcinst the will of the actual residents of tho 
Territory, havo been attempted to be en-- 
forced by armed bands from an adjoining' 
State. !n this attempt the right of citizens 
to keep and bear afm3 fcaii beeti infringeit ^- 
the right ol s^peedy and impartial trial' by 
jn^jgjiws been denied ; the rights of the peo- 
ple to be seent^ in their persons, bouses, pa-* 
pcrs, and agfeinJt unj^asotiablo eearch aad^ 
seizure, has been violated ;' the jjfiojple have* 
been deprived of life, liberty, and* prtfperty,' 
without due process of law ; murders, rot)-' 
beries and arsons have been instigated and'' 
encouraged, and the offenders allowed to go' 
unpunished."' These things, too, have bepn* 
done with the knowledge, sanction and even' 
co-operation] of the National Adminiitmv 
tion.| 

IV. It has tHUJT been attfewpted' by its' 
friends and advocates, in connection with^ 
the National Administration, to fouc* the 
odious institution of slavery upon the peopU' 
of Kansas— a region once solemnly set apart 
for freedom — an institution opposed to the 
spirit of the age and of Christianity, de- 
nounced by the whole civilized world, aod 
deeply abhorrent to the feelings of the great 
majority of the citizens of that Territory.— 
And in this attempt blood has been ihed,- 
and the fires of civil war lighted np, which 
may end in a general conflagration, eweep'- 
ing ovei* the whole land. 

V. Nor is this all. The sacred right of 
freedom of debate in the Senate of the Uni- 
ted States has been attacked, and in the very 
face of the Constitution, which guarantees 
it and declares that no individual shall be 
elsewhere called to account for words uttered 
in discussion there, a Senator has been w^jth 
brutal violence stricken down by a ruffian 
band iu an unguarded moment, and hit 
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blood iias Howed upon that floor where he slavery, was the grand object and defiga. 
dttjed to siand up i>b the champion ©f human " The Constitution," it was decUired. " w»s 
riishts. And that has been done for woMa ordained for the establishment of justiee, the 
uttered in a speech during the whole pro- insurance of domestic tranquility, providing 
grestr of w hich he was never so much as once for the common defencst proa.oting the geti- 
called to order for the violation of parlia- eral welfare, and securing the blessings of 
mentarf rules. And what is worse and more liberty and the protection of the life and pro- 
alarming than the act itself, which might else perty c feYcry citizen." Nor was it ever 
hare been regarded as only on outrage by dreamed that it would become the pallndium 
as individual bully, the crime thus commit- of slavery, or that the government instituted 
ted remains, and is likely to remain impun- by it wouiu ever be employed to promote 
ished. and thus, as has well been said in the slavery and extend it beyond its original 
resolutions of the Connecticut Association, limits. Slavery was regarded as wrong by 
** converted into a national sin, and a mona- Jefferson, Washington, and multitudes of oth" 
raent of nationtd infamy, not only by its Im- era who were slaveholders or residents of the 
punity, but by the loud voiced and almost Slave States, and by all the leading men of 
uncontradicted approval which has hailed it the freo States, and was almost univcr*ally 
in one portion of our common country, and considered a moral and political evil which 
the base apolosUi which have been oflfered ^wos to be tolerated for a while but got rid of 
for it elsewhere.'* Nor is even this all, or as soon as possible.** 
the worst. 'J'here is abundant evidence that The design of our Constitution and govern* 
this monstrous act of audacity was fully ment, then, was the promotion of fredom ami 
premeditated, and not the effect of a sudden not slavery, the protection of human rights 
outbreak of passion, and that it was not the and not of oppression and wrong. From this 
act of an individual alone, but the result of original design they have been perverted, 
concert among many who meant thus to in- »nd the whole array of the national power 
timidate the friends of freedom, and failing and governmental influence has been turned 
to silence them by argument, to shut them from its legitimate end to the protection and 
up by force, and thus to hush the utterance extension of slavery, and the .advancement 
of liberty in opposition to slavery in the very of the peculiar institution of one section of 
capital of our republic. the country. If this course is allowed to 

VI. The doctrine has been published to continue unrebuked, it will result in a com- 
the worldt that whenever our safety, (by plete revolution, nationalizing slavery instead 
which is meant tho interests of Slavery,) re- of fieedom, and changing the whole form of 
quires it, the territories of foreiijn powers are our government from a Kepubltcto an Olig- 
to be seized by force, if they can bo secured archy and concentrating power iiv the hands 
in no other woy, and a man whose name of a few thousand slaveholders instead of 
was appended to tho document in which this the miiiions of the people. It will, in effect, 
atrocious sentiment is proclaimed to the make slaves of the freemen of the North, for 
woild, has been nominated for, and is sought the protection of slavery at the South, wrest- 
to be elected to the chief magistracy of this ing from them their dear bought and long 
nation.lF His election will be of course the cherished rights of free speech, a free press, 
endorsement of this doctrine and the inau- a free soil, and freedom of action They 
guration of It as the policy of the country, will even be compelled to submit to the 
whioh must necessarily involve us in foreign hateful sound of the clanking chain of the 
wars, really for the maintaibance of slavery, slave and of the whip of his driver, and to 

Thus we see that a state of things* e;£ists the odious sight of human beings in servile 
emong us that is .alarming in the highest do- bonds even on the once free soil of their own 
greo, and which — when we take into account States. Nothing less than this is the aim of 
the ultimate object had in view bjthe authors those who are active in the scenes which 
and abettors of these outrages and plans, viz: have been alluded to, and of those who have 
to maintain slavery and extend its area, and encouraged, aided and abetted them, one of 
compel the citizens of the free States to ao" whom boldly and insolently announced some 
quiesce and r( frain from all opposition to it time since that he would yet call the roll of 
—may well b« regarded as a tremendous his slaves under the very shadow of Bunker 
crisis io our public affairs, and which may Hi.l, and oa the selfs^ime spot where flowed 
juitly awaken the mosi painful apprehensions like water the best blooi of the Bevolufion 
in (he mind of erery reflecting end patriotic in defence of freedom, 
oitizen. The very landmarks of liberty are Yes, it is painfully evident— nay, it is bold* 
being removed and the whole policy of our ly avowed, that the upholders of slavery, 
government is sought to be changed since who are responsible for the present alarming 
the days when its framers aided in its ad- state of things, not content with the enjoy.' 
mii&istration and expounded the Constitution, ment of the privilege of oppression in tho 
Then it was clearly and explicitly avowed original slave States, where there has been 
that the promotion of freedom, and not of no general attempt to disturb thorn — not saU 
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iefied eveo with one compromise and con* 
eesiion afier auolU«r by which tho areft of 
sltTcry has been enlarged, contrary to the 
•riginal design of the founders of our Re- 
public, inclddiug slaveholders themgelyes, 
are determined to force upon the fiee Statas 
the recognition of their righ*, which it was 
onsir^Qliy acknowledged was !ocal,tohoId their 
fclttves, everywhere, where floats the flag of 
our Union upon the breeae. The claim now 
is, that slaveholders may transfer their pe- 
culiar insttiution to any part of the territories 
of the United Stales, and demand the protec-. 
tionofiifrom the government, and that 
even into the free States they may carry 
their slaves and be protected in iheir privile- 
ges on the hilk of N. Hampshire and Vermont 
as well as on the magnificent and hitherto free 
priiiries of the West, and that whoever shall 
dare to dispute this ri.'ht shall be branded as 
a felon and a traitor. The work has been 
begun itt Kansas and in Washington, but 
on!^ to be prosecuted in Nebraska and the 
regions beyond, in Minnesota, Iowa, New 
Eflglaod, and every State in the Union, as 
fast and as far as it can be done. The pro^ 
ceedings in Kansas and Washington are but 
the entering wedge to prepare the way for 
farther advances, and new and more audaci- 
ous aggressions upon freedom.ff 

And what is more alarming than all the 
rest, is the fact that a large and influential 
parly has arrayed itself in support of the&e 
principles, as far as developed, embracing the 
whole South, and not a few at the North, 
and which U to wield all th'i patronage and 
influence of the government if successful in 
establishing this as the settled policy of the 
nation. And now the struggle has com- 
menced, and it is soon to ^)e determined what 
ehall he the result. On the one side are tho 
friends and ."supporters of slavery, and the 
opponents of free soil, free speech, and a 
free press, and on the other are ihe advocates 
of liberty, and of the God -given an4 inalien- 
able rights of man as set forth in the Declar- 
ation of Indi pendence. It will soon be set- 
tled which shall be the policy of our nation. 
If One party triumphs, all the outrages perpe^ 
truted in behalf of slavery are sanctioned, 
and the right to exclude slavery lukoUy from 
their borders as sovereign Slates by the 
Northern members of the Union, and the 
complete freedom of speech and of the press 
are annihilated. Farewell then tu liberty at 
J he North and West ; farewell lo the cher- 
ished hopes of the world ; farewell to all tho 
bright anticipations ol the JeflieraonF, Madi- 
sons, Henrys. Adamses,', and other apostles 
of freedom. Not a free republic will then 
oiist on earth. The triumphs of the pro- 
slavery party will inaugurate a long and 
dreary night of darkness and despair upon 
our country, andthe world and future gene- 
rations must tight over again, even on these 



shores, the battles of iho Revolution. WhcrCi 
where will be the jefoge of liberty, when 
hunted from otir land T 

This, then, is not a contest on which we 
have entered for some udmportant point of 
national policy, or mere question of {Political 
economy, but for the fundam^tctls of liberty. 
It h not a contest for an abstraction. It h 
not a contest for the freedom of ib» nt$n 
only, or for tht rights of another race. It 
is a struggle for our own do&rly bought ind 
cherished rights. It is a question wbether 
we and our children thall be free or aJavft*, 
independent, or subject to the dictation of aa 
obligarehy as to how and when we shaH 
speak or publish our opinions, whether or 
not we shall enjoy free speech, a f,ce pre*^ 
live on free soil and surrounded only by 
fteemen, or be under censorship, and have 
our territory soiled by slavery, and behold in 
our very midst n.cn reducod to the level of 
brutes and treated as chattels. 

And now the question aiises^and a deeply 
solemn aad interesting question it is, If hat 
shall be done ? What is the duty of every 
lover of freedom, every friend of humanity, 
every patriot, every christian in the alarm* 
ing ciisis which is upou us ? To this I An- 
swer : 

I. lie is bound to re-assert and defend the 
first principles of republicanism, which »r© 
assailed and attempted to be set aside in our 
land. 

Strange, indeed, is it that in this boasted 
land of liberty and intolligonce, in this 80lh 
year of our naiiona* ini^ependeoce, while yet 
the noble utterances of the apostles of liberty 
and of human rights have hardly died upon 
the ear, and while they are yet fresh in our 
memories, it should be necessary to exhort 
American citizens to re-assert and defend the 
very foundation dooirinas on which our ge^* 
ernment was origii ally based ! But, alas, so 
it is. These doctrines are denied, and a 
course id pursued in diametrical opposition te 
them, as we have seen, and this is sustained 
iind defended extensively by the public press, 
by public men,|J by the people of whole 
Slates, at the South, and even apologized for, 
connived at and encouraged by not a few at 
the North. 

It is ueedful, then, thateyery real Repub* 
lican. every enlightened and patriotic citizen 
shoaid array himself on the side of truth 
and right, and by his voice in discussion, by 
private conversation,by his pen if he can 
wield it with power, and by h's vote when 
he meets the question at the polls, and by all 
means and instrumentaliticji at his command 
make bia inflaeace felt in behalf of freedom 
and the interpretation of rur constitulicn end 
tho administration of oar government ac- 
cording to their original int«i?t. He is bouc^d 
to be openly known as decide 'ly opposed to 
the violence, disorder ao*! pcr»^crsioii of tb« 
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Gonstitution which are uow exhibited Iri'our' 
land. Less than this is unfaithfulness to hii" 
obligations as "a man," a patriot arid a 
Christian. Silence and inaction,- even, aVB' 
inexcusable, for Ihey are constructive ap- 
proval of the wroug and virtual cooperation 
with evil doers Let no mati shrink from 
duty then, or hope to avoid responsibility by 
indifference. As he values his ovk'n rights 
and the rights of unbofn millions whose con- 
dilion of freedom or slavery may be determin- 
ed this year.let him notfail to speak and act. Let 
the voice cf the people be heard us the sound 
of many waters, reverberating arabng the 
hills and vallies, and soundinijover thebrdid 
prairies of our land, thundering in the ears 
of demagogues and tyrants and violators df 
feumaii rights, declaring that the constitution 
shall be preserved, and this goverment held 
to its original purpose of promoting freedom 
and not slavery. Let this be done now and 
en.phatically, and a death blow will, we may 
hope, be struck at that gigantic scheme which 
is ou foot to subvert constitutional liberty 
and inaugurate Slavery as a national institu- 
tion in our land. 

Let Us stand by and support that nolilei 
band of heroes who in Kansas are fighting 
over again the battles of freedom which our 
lathers ouce fought oa the bloody fields of 
the Revolution — who are fighting not for 
themselves alone, but for multitudes of their 
fellow men who are sought to be enslaved on 
that soil, nay, who are tightihg for us end 
our children, and for millions who may conle 
after us. IFII He takes but a Uniiled' viev/ 
of the great struggle now going 6ii who sees 
only Kansas and her enem'es involved in it, 
and who regards the issue as alone, whether 
Kansas shall bo a tree State, and' tree speech 
and a free press exist there. (j[Uestion 
is not the qi;Cslion of Kansas only but of all' 
the present and future Territories of the U. 
S., and not these alone, but of the Stales, for 
if the principle contended for by the slaves 
holders is decided in their favor, then slavery 
is nationalized, and that odious institution 
goes wherever the flag of the Union floats on 
the broeze at home or abroad, and' the whole 
power of the national go vernmtenf i^pltidg^d 
X& its protection. Let the principle contend 
ed for by the Pro-Slavery p irty be sustained 
by the popular vote, and the lash of the 
negro driver, and the cry of the oppressed 
may be heard in our stieets, and v,'e may be 
doomed to behold the horrible spectacle 
even here, under our very windows, of human 
beings made in the image of God, denied the 
lights of a man and treated as a bi'ate tidast 
— ^nay. this sight may be witnessed ih any 
spot however consecrated heretofore to free- 
dom, wherever the slaveholder may choose 
to go. even under the shade of Bunker Hill, 
or at Lexington. No public sentiment, no 
local legislation, no earthly powtr can pro* 



t'ect the heretofore l^edst of our fidd boU ff jdi 
the polluting tread of slavery. 

IL It is the duly of every friend of free- 
dbfri and humanity from this time forth to 
talte a firfe'and'decided stand against slavery. 
Too long already have we connived at this 
great system of iniquity and injustice, which 
is at war with our inttitutions ; too long have 
we yielded to its arrogant and increasing de- 
mands; too long heen content to sec oar 
brethren crusled beneath its opptession^.— 
Slavery is the demon that is con inually dis- 
turbing our national rej)0se, and threatening 
to involve us in civil and foreign war, ani to 
break the brotherly bonds of our glorious 
and beloved Union. Noi' can we have quiet 
and htirnionj^at HOhie. aiid peadGful relations 
abroad until its aggressive splirit i^ rfebuked, 
and the people rise up in their majesty and 
say. hitherto shaltthou come, but no farther. 

There can be no dispute that it is this ag- 
gressive spirit of slavery that has brought on 
the present crisis in our country, and j>ro- 
duced the existing commotions, and arrayed 
different sections of the Union against each 
ether, and which noW fill^ thd air with por- 
Ifents of' coming fearful and bloody, strfffe' 
among ourselves and' with other' natibns.-^ 
This spirit is the legitimate natui-e of slavery. 
Slavery is the guilty cause, I repeat, of our 
present troubles. To be satisfied of this it is 
only necessary tb look back a short spactJ,' 
arid conlpare'the states of \M codhtry and of 
the public mind theii vvitli what they are 
now, aiid' consider how and when the pres- 
ent cx'eitement began. 

I'iie question of slavery had been, as 
said and fondly hoped, put /or^v^/' afi%St' 
by compromise, (a fatal and mistaken'poliCj^,- 
as all experience has proved,) and the pubv 
lie mind had settled down quietly on the as- 
sul-ante th^t uo'fuhher claim should be made 
for the dxtension of slavery than that which 
had been allowed and secured. But io aa 
unhappy hour the compromise (which, how- 
ever obnoxious to the multitude at the 
North originally, had been acquiesed in by 
the great majority for the sake of peace, and 
was regarded as sacred as an agreed ground 
of settlement,) was abrogated, and nevH' and 
befdfe almost unheal-d of claims were Wet up 
in behalf of the systeni' of bunihn bdnd^^e. 
and the determination was expressed, which 
was attempted to be carried out in practice, 
of planting this hateful institution on the 
virgin soil of territory once solemnly devoted 
to freedom. The claim of such a right as 
that of carrving slavery into all the territories 
of the United States, which has now been 
stit up, would once have been treated with 
ridicule and ccutempt, and scarcely a mi^n 
who had any regard for his political a»a 
moral character, would hj^ve dared to have 
publicly advocated it. 

This power was e^epressly denied to the 
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people of -the Ter^*iloiiy Dorth-wCat of the 
Ohio by Jefferson's .iraiijortal Ordinance, 
framed in 1784, but Grst adopted by Oongress 
in 1787, under wbich Ordinance Ohio, In^ 
.diana, Illinois, Michigan/and Wisconsin were 
ififst organized ns Territories and finally 
(ripened into Ji^tates, ap^ wlj^n the .^oyern^r 
ai)d Legislature of rlndiana, .representing a 
great majority of the people, petitioned Con- 
gress for leave to hold s).^ves for a limitsd 
period, John. Randolph, frim a committee 
composed two->thirds of slaveholders, repqrt- 
ed against granting leave, and the Hcuse,vi|i- 
£\nimoiisly sustained the report. 

The consequences of the abrogation of the 
cQqiproffiise and this new exhibition of the 
true aggre«siy.e spirit «f Slavery we all know. 
The record is written ia blood, and a struggle 
has commenced fiercer and more bitter and 
exciting than has ever been known in the 
land, and which threatens to rupture our 
national ties and which will only end in the 
triumph of freedom or slavery once for all. 
The issue is now distinctly made before the 
country, the sole issue which will soon be 
settled. 

^^Jever before has such a state of things ex- 
ited;; never before has a national election 
turned on this point alo^ie. Never before 
has the public mind beqji aroused to look at 
t.his one point, the antagonism of freedom 
and slavery on our soi^ disconnected with 
other questions of party politics apd internal 
policy, and in immediate view of its jpr^zc^tcai 
application. But now all other issues are 
Bet aside ; every other great political differ- 
ence is ignored ; bank, tariff, and other sub- 
jects of divspute have been decided and the 
country has acquiesced in l^he result, and had 
not slavery now put forth it3 jiggrcssive 
spirit, there would be profound internal 
peace— a political millennium. The issue 
.between slavery and freedom, and the ques- 
tipn which tihall be nationalized, and to the 
.support of which the^ government shall be 
devoted, is before the people, and must be- 
jettled. 

And ill the aspect in which thi.^ question 
jis i)r{3sented, there is a new feature of national 
politics, a new elenrient brought into play. — 
jhe (ipnsiience and moral feelings of vast 
lEuUitudes are enlisted, as they have never 
been on mere points qf political pplicy and 
economy hcretofoi;e. Parties differed in 
judgment as to the ejcpediency of certain 
measures, but no question of conscience and 
morality was involved. Now, however, call 
it fanaticism if you will there is deeper at^tl 
.more powerful principles at w^ork on one 
side, and which will not be quieted a^ here- 
tofore by an adverse result of the cpming 
.election. JJ^eyer, no never, will the northern 
mind consent to have slaivery nationalized ; 
never will^ it settle.down quietly while that 
.pdloyg system is extended and protected by 



the natior,al flag and national power, and it 
never should- For one, I sclernnly decUre, 
I never will acquiesce m mch a result. The 
North loves the Union, but lovrs it as the 
means of sustaiiting and promoting liberty 
and not elavery.*** 

The people of the north have'^^ becn willing^ 
to allow slavery to rem aid where it v^as or- 
iginally estaibli3hed , in the Southern Statesi 
throwing the responsibility upon those who 
sustain it there, ami! in the course of timo 
and amid the progress of light, and under the 
power of the Gospel and the influence of th« 
united public sentiment of the world against 
it,, its supporters should see both its moral 
guilt and 4efqrjpUy, end utter incdnaisterwjy 
with the true principles of political economy^ 
and its antiigonism to . republicanism, and 
voluntarily abolish it— the people of the 
North, I say, have been - willing to leave it 
thcTe^ provided it would confine itself ' to itw 
original daid legitimate limiis. But th^y 
never will, and they never should sit down 
quietly and see it nationalize itself, and claim 
the protection otlhe national power .and the 
national flag, wherever that flag is nnl^rled* 
No, that would be to prostitute " the stfMr 
spangled banner," indeed, which or*v 
dained 

'* In trinmi)h to wave, - t 

O'er ihe land of the free, and t)ie borae of ;he;brave." 

Experience has abundantly shown in ell the 
past, however, that slavery never tyiU rest 
content, if indeed it can exist, confined loita 
orig:inal lirr.its, and with free speech and |l 
free press, either at the Noith or South, in 
Congress or out of it. There is not, in fact, 
at this moment, and there cannot be while 
slavery exists, free speech and K free press st 
the South. What testimony is this as tP 
the antagonism of freedom and slavery, and 
how inconsistent with true republicantsm U 
syste^ that demands the sacrifice of these to 
ils maintenance and safety. 

Let us then resolve that we wdl. from this 
time forth and forever, do what, we can 
peaceably, constitutionally and rightfully (ot 
the removal of this evil from our land. Lei 
us adopt the sentiment of Thomas J^flferfeon 
who said, ♦*! have sworn upon the altar of 
my God, eternal hosiilUy to tyranny in every 
form over the minds and bodies of men. " 
Let us feel in regard to the Union as Henry 
Clay did in regard to his uative and adoptie^d 
States, when he said, "If I could only be in- 
strumental in ridding of the Foul Blot of 
Slavci'y, that revered L?iate that gave >ino 
birth, or that no less beloved State which I 
iiiow represent upon this floor, ;I would Dot 
exchange the honor for that of the most suc- 
cessful conqueror that ever liv«d,"tft 

IIL It is the duty of every patriot to re. 
cognise our dependance on Ged, and to make 
the Condition of the country the subject of 
earnest, persevering, a?\d ynportunate prayer. 
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This, afJer all, is our chief ground of hope, 
y'lz: that God will interpose in our behalf.aQii 
in answer to prayer avert from us the fearful 
G&l tmities that are impending ovur us. While 
I realize my own responsibility and that of 
my feHow citi2(in8 to act in thi' crisis in the 
manner pointed out, yet I feel that vain is 
the help of man "without God. If he givea 
us up we are lost. The selfishness and de- 
|>rBvity of man will work our ruin, and hia 
shortsightedness and pronersess to error will 
lead us astray, and by eompromises and tern- 
poriziug expedients, rather than grappling 
with the difficulty and pressing it to a true i.-- 
8ue,and we shall be involved more deeply than 
ever in trouble. But God sees into the (u> 
ture. Ho can turn the hear.s of men aa the 
fivers of water ara turned. He can bring 
the counsels of Ahithoiphel to naught. He 
4»an "cause the wrath of man to praise Him 
and the remainder of it restra'n.*' Ho alone 
ca. rouse and keep awako the public con- 
science, open the eyes of the blinded and de- 
luded, point out the path of safety, cairry us 
dry shod through the Red iSea that couAonts 
usr and ao control circumstances as to deliv- 
er us out of all our troubles. On Him, then, 
we must cast our country, in earnost prayer 
for deliverance, doing all we can to turn the 
lido of public eentirncnt in the right direc- 

(tiOQ. 

We are assured in the scriptures that 
prayer exerts a mighty influence on the des- 
tinies «f men, both as individuals and nations. 
But the world understands but faintly its 
power and Icsiportancc, while even Christ- 
ians are far from realizing (heir privilege and 
responsibility in regard to it. Men of the 
world are too often practical atheists. They 
do not recogn^e the providence of Qod in 
the aiTairi and government of nations. Their 
rolianoe Xioa human skill and cunning and 
power, an«l thtir resort is chiefly to party de- 
vic^s and manoeuvres and state craft for 
securing their poUiical ends, rather then on 
God- And there ia great danger that Christ- 
ians will encourage and even cooperate with 
theni too lar in this, and that they will, cal* 
culatiug only human forces and party res 
sources, either despond or be too much clat* 
ed by outward appeaiances and circum- 
stances, and not bring the Divine element 
into the account. 

For myself ( am no partizan in politics. 
I have no love for merely political parties as 
such, and will not identify myself with any, 
and pl6ds:« myself, as too many do. to go 
with and sustain it in all things, right or 
wrong. I have long ago eschewed all such 
party allegiance. Nor have I any very groat 
oonfidenoe in political parties and especially 
in mere party leaders. I have, therefore, no 
faith iu the happy issue of the present 
struggle to *ave our 'ouotry as a mere 
parfy measure, or ia consequence of the pop- 



ularity of any candidate, or the excitement 
of popular entho^iasal by means of any po- 
litical elap trap, nor as the result of move- 
ments and measures to circamvcnt or out. 
manoeuvre the Pro Slavery parly. I hare 
been too often disappointed in the result of 
such contests and efforts, have seen too much 
deception, too muvh seifishuess, too much 
of a disposition to resort to compromise and 
expediency regardless of the right, and too 
much readiness to sacrifice truth and justice 
lor the sake of victory and the spoils of of-> 
fice. Still wo must act with some party in 
such a crisis as this, the party that is aims 
ing at the results we desire. But my hope 
is in God and in the efficacy of prayer. 

This may save our country from impend- 
ing ruin, though of this I do not feel turr. 
It may be that our national sins are too great 
to allow us to go unpunished. Itraay^be 
that the exigencies of God's moral gov- 
ernment require that he should make a fear* 
ful example of u', as he did of his chosen 
people Israel. It may be that the cries of 
the oppressed in our land have ro come up 
into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth that 
God cannot avert his chastising r»d, but 
must execute vengeance upon us as a nation 
for the sake of the moral effoct and for pro- 
ducing an impression upon his moral sub- 
jects. Thomas Jeffersion once said in view 
of our national sin of slavery, *'I tremble for 
my country when I think that God is just ** 

Nations, as such, must be punished in this 
world, if at all. Individual retribution nay 
be postponed till the future day of accounts, 
but nations do not exist as such in the world 
to come. Their retribution has been and 
must ever be in this world. Sometimes, in- 
deed, -it may ba averted, as in the case of 
Ninevah, by timely repentance, or God may 
pass by the iniquities of a people when not 
too aggravated^ on account of the righteous 
men among ihem, and iu answer to their 
prayers^ Thus ten righteous men would have 
saved Sodom; and thus, though he did not 
v^ithhold altogether his judgments, yet he 
promised that the days of calamity to Jeru' 
salem should be shortened *' for the elect's 
sake." 

But it is sometimes the case that national 
iniquities are so aggravated that God cannot 
mitigate or turn away deserved wrath — 
Thus he told Ezekiel to declare to Israel, 
"when the land sinneth against me by tres- 
passing grievously, then will I stretch forth 
my hand upon it and will break the staff of 
the bread thereof and will send famine upon 
it and will oast of! man and beast from it ; 
though these three men, Noah, Daniel and 
Job were in it they should deliver but their 
own souls by their righteousness, saitfa the 
Lord God," These eminently pious men had 
all been the means of averting the judgments 
of God from those who were associated wito 



Hiem or for whom they interceded, but when 
Israel should sin griei'ously, God declared 
ihtU though they were all three together in 
the land they should not save it, but only 
deliver their own souls, And now, have we 
not "sinned grievously" as a nation, in many 
re pectg, but especially by oppressing our 
ieilcw men, and that, too, under aggravating 
circumstances ; in face of our fsolema 
declaration to the world that "we hold these 
tnnbs to be self evident, that all men are 
created equal ; that they are endowed by 
iheir Creator with certain inalienable rights; 
that among these are lite, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness ; and that to secure 

•;liese, governnients are instituted among 

.,,,..1'' 

Even we of the North are not guiltless in 
ihis thing. Wo have connived at slavery, 
apologized for it, sanctioned it more or less, 
yielded to its claims, compromi»ed to allow 
Its spread, and permitted it to gather strength 
and to entrench itself in the very capital of 
our country, there to poison the very foun- 
tains and streams of governmental iffiuence ? 
Have we not joined in denouncing agitation 
On slavery, rebuked those who labored for 
■Is removal, acted with parlies pledged not 
'0 disturb it, and allowed it to grow up into 
n giant system among us, defying all rebuke 
md ail restraint. An 1 now if retribution 
liiust come, hoiv shall it come but in the line 
of our sin ? This is often God's method of 
puai^hment. He says " shall not thine own 
wickedness correct thee, and lay backslidings 
reprove thee ?'' If slavery involves us in 
civil war, and proves our ruin, will it not be 
a just mode of retribution ? If it deluge our 
land in blood and fill it with lamentation be- 
fore it be abolished, or if it shall be allowed 
i to triumph, and we be made to feel its with- 
ering eiiects and taste its tyranicalsway, as 
i>ur brethren in. Kansas have, will there not 
be a strikmg appropriatent'ss in the inode of 
chastisement for the siu i 

1 have long entertained alarming appre- 
iiensions as to .the result of slavery in our 
liii'd, and feared the calamities it might bring 
upon us, and 1 fear more than ever now. — 
And this fear I share with many great and 
good and judicious men. Hon J. P. lied, 
field, Chief Justice of Vermont, already al- 
luded to in a note, has lately published his 
r.pprehensior.g, and he has ever been noted 
tor his conservatism, and has had no sympa- 
thy with Senator Sumner and his friends. 
He says ; 

" Till this, we have labored to maintain a 
hopeful heart for the future history of the 
republic. We have discountenanced the 
sluvery agitation, v.'e have regarded all sec^ 
tiODal agitation as worthy of rebuke, we have 
liever feitany personal sympathy withSena- 
Jor Sumner's peculiar theories, though we 
have altfv-ays respected him as a highly eul- 



a 

tivated gentleman and 6 scholar. But, aftef 
this, w e must say that it eeems to us impofi'*' 
sible longer to doubt that the decree hm Bi-* 
ready gone forth from the throne of Omni- 
potence, that the repobiic thftli perish ^ 

We talk of a diasolutioc* of the Union as 
the possible reiult of slavery, bat as Dr. Baecn 
truly remarked lately i "A civil war w^e may 
havMiut this Union can never be dissolved- 
Theflave and free States can never divide 
and exist as separate governments. If the 
Union were dissolved, the South could nd< 
endure such neighbors as we, and we could 
not endure such neighbors as they* No re- 
sult could follow but war, acd war would 
CMd in the subjugation of one party or ihc 
other, and in an annexation either on iho 
\ asis of freedom in every State, or of Slavery 
from the Penobscot to the Potomac.'' Who 
does not treuible at such a prospect 1 A nd 
yet this may be our future history and the 
retribution for our sin, and in this way Ged 
may abolish Slavery and bid the oppressed 
go free amid the horrors of a civil war which 
would throw into the shade the bloodies! con-^ 
tests recorded in history: Or as the result of 
the struggle in favor of freedom, for who can 
doubt that in such a struggle the forces of 
liberty would be in the ascendant ? May 
God avert so direful a calamity, and that 
he may, let us humble ourselves beforo Him, 
confess and repent of our national sin, and 
seek its removal and pray for mercy through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. He may hear and 
in wrath remember mercy, if our guilt is not 
so great that though Noah, Daniel, and Job 
were in the land they could not save it. Lot 
us seek a peaceful removal of the evil that 
exists among us, while we pray, God to in^ 
terpose, and espocially lot us set ouiselveg 
against its extension. - Let us not be irresolute 
and timid, but " be strong end show our- 
selves men" in this eventful crisis. 

I have spoken freely of our country's cri- 
sis, of its cause, and of our duly. Let mo 
not be misunderstood in one respect I abs 
hor slavery, and my indignation is rpused at 
the outrages which it has prompted, and 
at the designs of its supporters, but I have 
no malice, none but the kindliest feelings 1k)« 
wards the people of the South. 1 regard 
them as fellow countrymen,^ and God knows 
I would do anything to remove " the foul 
blot" from their section of the Union, and to 
relieve them from tho curse that in upoB 
thenn, the fatal incubus upon their piosper* 
ity. I love the Union, and have prayed and 
will pray and labor for its preservation so 
long a& it will avail, and provided it does not 
demand of me for its coiitinuanee the sacri- 
fice of the chartered rights of freedom which 
I enjoy. I would do or say nothing need* 
leesly to excite hostility between the jeople 
of the North end the South. And while I 
would be guarded myself, I would warn you 
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my hearers, against the indulgencd or mani- 
festation of sectional hostility or enmity 
against men, while we resist the aggressions 
of slavery. Let us avoid, a mero partisan 
spirit, and go forth in a dignified manner, as 
becomes men and christians, to this great 
moral issue and struggle. Let us pray for 
the upholders of slavery, that the wiUul may 
see their guilt, the deluded their error, and 
all, the danger involved? that the evil maf be 
peacefully removed before the judgments of 
heaven shall come upon us and them, and 
involve us in a common ruin. 



It in proper to flay that the raatt«r in the notes to 
this di9cour:ie has beenaiiled Rinco its delivery, for il- 
Imtratlon and conflrraaUon of its positions. The body 
of the discourse, with some slight vrbal alterations, is 
essentially as it was preached. 

♦Not only doea the South do little for missions 
at home or abroad, bat iti'S constaQtlr drawiag on 
the benevolence of the North to sustain aad prop- 
agate the Gospel la ltd own borders, and an 
Asaociation called the "Southern Aid Society" is 
necessary to collect funds in the Free States to 
supply the destitixtiona of the slave region, and 
that too when both sections have equal natu- 
ral advantages, and have had ttie same ienacth of 
time to develope their resources and the i fla mce 
of t'leir respective institutio is- What then would 
be the loss to religion and the world if the incubus 
of Slave??y should be allowed to fasten on the vast 
regions of the West, and extend its influence in tho 
North ? 

tA Committee of nine ofthe large and venerable 
General Congregational Association of Massachu- 
setts at its recent meeting unanimously reported 
the following preamble and resolutions which were 
unanimously adopted by that body .• 

Whereas, in view of late occurrences in Congre -'s 
and in one of the Tcrr!tories,growing out of the en 
croaohments of Slavery, we are constrained to re- 
gard the condition of our country as solemn and 
critical bey on 1 any through which we have ever 
passed ; therefore 

Resolved, That the crisis calls to special praj'cr 
for the nation, and to redoubled eforts to deepen 
acid diffuse the spirit of the Gospel.as the only rem- 
edy for existing evils, and the only foundation of 
hope for the perpetuity ot American Institutions. 

Resolved, That passing events call upon us, as 
Chistian patriots to stand firm in our defence of the 
interests of freedom, and of the Union, and to seek 
to promote them in all lawful, wise, and Christian 
methods. 

The following is the action of the General Con- 
vention of Vermont : 

" We see no occasion to repeat what this Con- 
vention has more than once heretofore expressed 
respecting the moral and social wrongfulness of 
the system of slavery existing in our country, and 
our desire for its speedy termination; but h the 
developments of its tendencies and its bearinjis on 
the RiOHTS of oar citizens and the institntiuus of 
our land which have recently iaeen made, we see 
ciase for prompt and decided action." There- 
fore Resolved : 

"1. That this Convention regards events which 
have recently occurred at the Seat of our General 
Government, and in the remote Territory of Kan- 
sas, as evincing a premeditated and concerted 
parpose. already ripening into violent efforts, to 
put down the freedom of speech and tff the prefts, 



BO fak' as they arc opposed to slavery, to trample 
under foot t constitution and laws of the land, 
and to substitute for the sovereignty of the people 
the arbitrary will of that small fraction of our popu- 
lation, which is composed of slaveholdeiS ; thus 
subverting the vital fundamental principle on 
which alone a Government of freedom and eqaai 
rights can be based or maintained. 

"2. That, in this manifest endeavor to force the 
public mind of this nation to acquiesce in the un- 
limited extension and perpetuation of slavery, in 
the results to which they have already led, and in 
the perils which they threaten, this Convention see 
cause for alarm and anxious forebodings in respect 
to the future peace and welfare o-" our beloved 
country : and, in our judgement, all the friends ol" 
free institutions are called npon firmly to deter- 
mine that the territorial extension of slavery, and 
its baneful influence on our national councils, vr 

AT THIS POINT BE ARRESTRh. 

".3. That we assure our brethren and friends in 
Kansas of our sympathy ivith them in their strug- 
gles with the opposers of law and ifreedom in 
that Teiritory, and in the dangers and sufferings 
which fhey are enduring ; and while we commend 
them for their moderatio-i, their fortifude, and 
their determined devotedness to the cause of law 
and free institutions, and earnestly pray that God 
will protect, strengthen and prosper them in their 
present m-.mentous conflict— we would urgently 
appeal to the friends of the cause in which they 
a-e engaged, to furnish them such aid as their exi- 
gencies may require ; especially do we hope that 
the friends of free institutions will as permaneut 
residents, resori to that Territory in such num- 
bers as effectually to rescue it from the blighting • 
influence of slavery. 

" -1. That, in the present alarming condition of 
o'lr country, threatened on the one hand by the 
unrestricted extension of Slavery, and on the other, 
by anarchy and civil war already begun ; our trust 
must be in God, and it becomes us, as a people, to 
pray earnestly and unceasingly for his merciful in- 
terposition ; and this Convention especially recom- 
mend to the ministers and people of God, r,hrough- 
out this State, to bear this subject on their hearts, 
in the prayers of the closet, and of the family, and 
social meetings, particularly during the second 
week in July ensuing, and that, on the second Sab- 
bath evening of that month, it be the subject of con- 
certed prayer in all our churches." 

t The Legislature elected in the manner de- 
scribed has been twice acknowledged and defended 
by the President of the United States in messages 
to Congress, and these odious laws recognized in 
all the action of the Government as rightfully 
binding on the people^ and to be enforced by 
the military power and the ruffians defended 
and backed up in their outrages^ while scarcely 
anything has been done to protect 'awful citi- 
zens. The Government has, both by omission and 
commis'^ion, countenanced and encouraged the?e 
atrocities. The Richmond Enquirer, an able tw\ 
prominent Administration paptr, lately contained 
a leading article congratulating its readers on the 
BHccess of the conjoined efforts of "the govern- 
ment" and the ruffians in Kansas, in putting down 
rebellion ! 

Alluding to this doctrine, the Savannah, 
Ga., Republican, after quoting from the Ostcnd 
Circular, says : 

"The atrocious proposition is here advance*! 
that if Spain will not part with Cuba for a price, 
we should wrest it from her ! This is the argu* 
ment of the brigand, who proceeds lo take thd 
purse of the traveller who has the temerity to ro* 
fuse to yield it up." 
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The following is an extract from the Ostcnd Cir- 

cuiar : 

"A<ter we shall have oflbred Spain a price for 
Cuba far beyond its present valne, and this shall 
havo been refased, it will be time to take into con- 
gideratioii the question. Does Cuba in ♦,he posses-- 
piou ot'ripaia seriously endanger emr internal peace 
anil the existence of our cherished Union ? 

Should this qoestion be answered in the aflirraa- 
tive. then by every law, human and divine, we 
be justified in wresting it from Spain if we 
jiossoss ttie power," 

That there is d; nger of the immediate practical 
application of tois principle if thv^ slavery party 
{: lUi^. iMe power appears from another paragraph 
iji tl'c same document : 

'•Considerations exist which render dflay la the 
p.cqiiisition of this inland exceedingly dangerous 
to the United States. 

Tlie system of immigration and labor lately or- 
piui/.ed within its liiniis, and the tyranny and op- 
i.M'S.sion which characterize its immediate rulers, 
threaten an insurrection at every moment, which 
may result in direful consequences to the American 
People. 

Cuba has thus become to ns an unceasing danger 
and a peimanent cause of anxiety and alarm." 

On this the N. Y. Evening Post remarks: 

"In the first place, Mr. Buchanan declares that de- 
lay in the acijuisition oftJuba is ex'jeediugly dan- 
gerous to the United States ; the system of emi- 
^nition to that island and of labor, which has lately 
been introduced, mak«s it so. itiverybody knows 
what that system is— an attempt to modify the iu- 
Htitution of slavery, and solteu its rigors. After 
alkitliiig to this subject, Mr. Buchanan repeats 
tliiit Cuba, in its present state, is an unceasing 
liiingor to the United States and a permani^ni 
cause of anxiety and alaiui, 

Uere he settles the qnestion tliat our national 
safety requires us to possess Cuba." 

Nothing is capable of clearer demonstration 
Uian these as<erti«us, If any one wisnes lor evi- 
dence let him refer to Mr. Mad S!)n'8 reports of 
debates on the Constitution, or to Sumner's speech 
entitled "Freedom uatioual; Slavery sectional"— in 
- wliicli he will tind declarations from the leading 
men north and south, of their opinions, decisions of 
the supreme courts of Slave states, and testimony 
in abundance from the churches and literature cf 
the e* ly davs of our government. The term siave 
does not pollute the Constitution, and when it was 
proposed to iusert it Mr. Madi.son .said, "It must 
U'^t be, becaase we intend tiiis Constitution to be 
the great charter of human liberty to the unborn 
niiliions who shall enjoy its protection, and who 
^liould never see that such an institution as slavery 
wa-< ever known in our midst." Washington sail 
'!iat "it was hia tirst wish to see some plan adopt- 
ed Dy wbich slavery might be abolished, and de- 
•^irod the formation ol a Society, and said he would 
•second it and give his vote in favor of any Legisla- 
tive enactment for the abolition of slavery." Jef- 
terson elocp.iently denounced the system. Patrick 
Henry, wJule confessing that he had slaves said, "I 
^vill not, i cannot justify it. However culpable 
my conduct, I will so far pay my devoir to virtue, 
to own the exceliejice and rectitude of her pre- 
cepts, and lament my want of conformity to them." 
t'iuckaey, of Maryland, branded slavery as "iniqui- 
tous and dishonoi able, as shameful ia its continu- 
ance as in its origin." J.iy called it an "iniquity, 
a .sin of a crimson dye." The Supreme Court of 
Mississipppi has said, "slavery is condemned by 
rejison, and the laws of nature It exi t;, and can 
«"ly exist thorough mui icipal regulatiuus . " The 



Supreme Court of Kentucky has declared, "we 
view this as a right existing by positive law of a 
municipal character, without* fonndationJu the 
law of nature, or the unwritton and common law " 

ft It is time the friends of Freedom were aware 
of th« designs of the slaveholdmg 01igarchy,which 
they are to be aided in carrying out as they expect 
at the North and West. The novel coctrine has 
been broached of the right to carry Slavery intd 
all th^; Territories and this claim is in process of be- 
ing enforced "by dint of arms. Simultaiieon«ly 
with this it is asserted — in opposition to all past 
decisions of the highest judicial authorities in En- 
gland, and o*" the Supreme Courts of otir own 
States, including Slave States, that Slavery is lo- 
cal and the creature of municipal laws and that in 
has no exi.stcnce beyond the sphert of such local 
law--it is asserted, we say, that the slaveholder 
may carry his property into the Free States tem- 
porarily. It will be but a short step next to claim 
the right to the permanent possession of slaves in 
Free States. Nor will it be long before the foreign 
slave trade will be required to be revived and legal 
ized and protected by our national flag. If Slave- 
ry is right and a beneficial system to botli master 
and ahive, no human being can successfully deny 
the propriety of the slave trade. Then Cuba and 
other foreign countries, whose poBsesaion is impor. 
tant to the interests of Slaverv must be seized and 
annexed. In addition to nil this, tree speech and a 
free press must be suppressed at the North as they 
are now at the South. This is the programme and 
this is what will be accomplished if the msasurea 
commenced by the Slavery' propagandists are fiot 
rebuked aid resisted now. Thus the liichmond Bo- 
quirer congratnlates its readers on the success of 
the Rnffian.^ in connection with the United States 
Government, in Kansas, and that some of the Anti- 
Slavery leaders have been caned and Mr, fincbanan 
nominated lor the Presidency . 

" By exposing and caning the leaders, we shall 
soon throw the troops into confusian. W« are do- 
ing well in Washington and we are doing well in 
Kansas.'' 

"And yet with all th5.s!,the Enquirer is not satisfied, 
as witness the following; 

" Wcraust punish.put down f\ud extirpate rebellion 
treason and abolition. Men have no right to injure 
society and to jeopard the lives and property of 
their neighbors, under cover of freedom of speech 
and freedom of the press. Nor have they any right 
to practice immorality, incest and licentiousnesft, 
under pretense of religion. The North, for its own 
safety, must so legislate as to suppress all agitation, 
that endangers property morality and Christianity. 
The South, regarding either honor or security, can* 
not long continne in a Union which subserves no 
other purpose but to endanger and oppose her in* 
stitutions." 

Ob this a New York paper justly remarks : 

Not content with controlling things in Kansftn 
and Washington, the Enquirer confidently looks 
forward to the election of Buchans« as the first gr*at 
step toward the suppression of freedom of speech 
and freedom of thy press throughout the entire 
North. Our State legislation, it seems, in to be tai 
ken under slavedriving control ; nnd underpin, we 
suppose of being held like the free State men of Kan- 
sas, guilty of dat treason and rebellion and having 
the national power employed to punish ofTenders, 
the North is to suppress all agitation that endaa« 
gers properly, morality and Christianity, which fine 
soanding phrase is only a Virginia paraphrase for 
slaveholding. The Northern States, we suppose, 
will be required o ^e and all to place on their atat* 
nte books the famous act of the bogus Leglslatnre of 
Kansas, to punish offences against slave property 
bj which the penalty of death is inflicted on the 
harboring, assisting or concea'ing of any ranaway 
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slave ; the penalty of five years imprisonment at 
hard labor for printing or publishing any sentiment 
calculated to disturb the slaveholder in hrd posses* 
Bion of human beings. 

The principle avowed In the Ostend Circular 
i3 as applicable to the Free States as to foreign 
territories and the illustration of " the burning 
house ' is just as much ia point. If the sovereignty 
of the Free States endangers the peace or safety 
of the South in the exercise of slaveholding, 
then *• by every law Human and Divine" to 
save themselves' ft=om ruin, the South must 
conquer and annex the North and bring it under 
the rules in force in .the Slave States, 

tt Men high in office and social position at the 
North have said that "Sumner only received his 
deserts," -while multitudes of editors and others 
have denounced the Free State men of Kansas as 
traitors for refusing submission to the unjust and 
tyrannical laws of the so called Legislature of that 
Territory, and doing only what our Revolutionary 
Fathers did, contending for Freedom." Senator 
Douglas, a prominent supporter of the present ad- 
ministration and advocate of the Cmciunati Plat- 
iorm., says : 

"Our platform tells you resistance to the law is 
treason, and treason shall be rebuked. The Demo- 
cracy uphold the law in Kansas, while the Negro 
Worshipers, who do not like the law, are for shoot- 
ing down the officers. This was the whole Kansas 
difficulty." 

Here the outrageous laws of the Kansas 
Legislature are endorsed, and we are assured 
that the platform of the pro slavery party 
denounces those who oppose those lav>8 as traitors. 
This ia just what English ministers said of our 
fathers of the .Bevolution who contended against 
unjust and oppressive laws, as Hampden did, and as 
every real friend of liberty should do. 

David 11. Atcliiiion writes to a gentleman in 
South Carolina, and the letter m published in the 
South Carolina Times. The following is a para* 
graph. 

My opinion is that that the South will be stirred 
by the transactions of these few weeks and will come 
np with men and money. The latter is particularly 
needed to aid the men. In a few months, in ray 
opinion, there will not be an Abolitionist in Kan* 
sas ; they will be sn^ept with a clean broom. Then 



the war will be carried elsewhere, if war we art- to 
have. 

*** As a specimen of the state of public con- 
fidence, the following quotation is given from a 
late article, written by Hon. Isaac F. Kedfield, the 
present Chief Justice of Vermont, a man of cool* 
ness, and regarded heretofore as an ultra Conserva- 
tive, an old school Democrat, and in whom as a 
man and a judge all have so much confidence that 
he has b'ien elected by the opposite pohtical party, 
which has been in power fur many successive 
years, to his present high office. He says be .sees 
"no alternative now but in civil war or secession," 
and adds : 

"It sccnis strange that sober men will not see it. 
If the two sections of this Republic cannot be kept 
together in peiico ftud quiet, nay, if the.-- cannot 
exist together, short of one submitting to relin- 
quish freedom of speech, freedom of debate, free- 
dom of action, freedom of thought even, then we 
must say the sacrifice is too costly. And is any 
man so base, so much a craven —a very slavc—- 
tlwt lie could esteem the republic worth such a 
SJicrifice ? Is the existence of this republic so in« 
dispeusilile that men are wiliing to entail slavery 
of thought and fcefing upoji their posterity to a 
thousand generations to secure it ?" 

Ho says he has no sympathy with Senator Sum- 
ner's views, and if so, as has been well said, 

"When ultra con.servative men think and write 
like this, it may be imagined what is the state of 
feeling among those who havjc peisonal sympathy 
with Senator Sumner's ' peculiar theories 

ttt On another occasion, he sai l — 

"I have said that I never could vote 'or it my- 
self, and I repeat that I never can, and never will 
vote, and no earthly power will ever make mevote 
to spread slavery over territory where it does not 
exist."— i/wry Clay's Speech, Ftb. 0, 1S50. 

The reader will ob ervo thp qualification above, 1 
is not siiid that we are to resolve to attempt to abolis' 
slavery in the original states a* all hazards, nor pc 
lilically to meddle with it ai all, whatever mon 
means we may employ "VVc are to do what w( 
can "peacefully, constitutionally and rightfully. 
It is our duty to spread light, employ mora) swii." 
sioH, at the north and south as far as we can, ai. ■ 
take care to cherish an utter abhorrence o. • 
selves for the system, and inculcate it on theriaii..; 
generation. 



